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to the summit of all. It also gradually
and silently draws upward the manners of
our soul, by divesting them of everything
foreign to a divine nature, and clothes us
with the perfections of the Gods. Besides
this, it produces an indissoluble communion
and friendship with divinity, nourishes a
divine love, and inflames the divine part of
the soul. Whatever is of an opposing and
contrary nature in the soul, it expiates and
purifies; expels whatever is prone to
generation and retains anything of the
dregs of mortality in its ethereal and
splendid spirit; perfects a good hope and
faith concerning the reception of divine
light; and in one word, renders those by
whom it is employed the familiars and
domestics of the Gods."1

Out of such study and practice one
inevitable result arises, as a man begins to
understand, and as the wider range of
human life unfolds before him. He sees
that by knowledge his strength is much
increased, that there are forces around him
that he can understand and control, and
that in proportion to his knowledge is his
1 On the Mysteries^ sec. v. ch. 26.